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PROJECT CORONA 


L. Due te the requirement that has bees generated by the 
technolegicat advancement by the Ruseians. a ee as 
intelligence satellite program: that provides aerial reeenualseance a 
support of national intelligeace chjectives has been developed and is 
operational. This program is known as CORONA, 


solution hae been 20 to 25 fect on a side and approaietecn, boo, 
: 3, 006, 
equare miles of this territery hes been photographed whece the clone 
posta has been Category Ill or better (clear to 4/8 cloud coverage). 
Pte Maggs of ity 3058 include new airfisids, new 
sae Micon pang detense strengthening of ma vlastie teat sites 


25X1 


. 3 4. Information to te:prove current ma eee ee | 
and information to reviee and euppert combet sperations tue can en 
obtained with this system. The data has augmented information available 
lowe wher sources and should provide the hasis for operations! divection 
of other intelligence gathering activities, 


| 5. There are curreatly eleven echeduled missions, utilis 
tyetem, remaining to be accomplished by 1 January t962. aur ne 
period & new camera and film will be used that will improve the ground 
resolution and quality of the returned greduct. 
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6 A follow-on program haa receutly ppreve: 
ee, r been a 
utiliae the Thor-Apema receverstle paylead vehicte okk wilt ieee 
ataphy. Six such mlesions pave bees approved and the firet eeki, 
2. ' : . * j 
Operationally SPD hag the cagablilty to BPOgrar: the area over 


which the satellite ‘ehiele itl eperate the earie re; ha: tablished 

: til aperat carne re; tat 

UtCeesary control and cor. wiuntention presedures to deapied'any ceasicsai 
« vee € : ‘ 4 ° 


‘decisions ae te whea the camera will spevate or aut operate; and has 


organised aad tied 1 it the neceseqs : obtain weather 
, ) 4 tegathe e6sG%y7 chamnels 
forecasts and briefings on whieh to base ouch peed declatons 


$. In addition to the CORONA pros engaged 
NA progracs OPD ts alec 
Certala operational activities of tha ARGON Progra::, Tuk goccran 


Secretar gathering device, By charter agreement, DPD provides 
Coverage aad action, sowie prea Headquarters control roon 

R&D assista ¥ precautions, cover i vO Teen 

ae ae nee, PIC facilities, alrlig, ser oes ut pesca service, 
is ¥ political approval for ARGON nlsst ere a obtaing 

— - . i Reld eupport 


9%. There has been ote unsuccenaful attempt to tor: plete an 


penta pars since 1 January 1961. Five ARGON :mtesions are 
: daled br launchings dur j the months of April, Fume, July, aad 
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